
City of Brownsville
Minutes of December 7,2022 Regular Monthly Council Meeting

The regular monthly meeting of the Brownsville City Council was called to order by Mayor Allen Whitesitt at
7.00 pm. Council members present were Tim Klug and Jeffrey LeJeune. Jacob Danielson and Nicole Carlon
were absent. Also present: Steve Schuldt, City Clerk. Guests in attendance were Julie Thompson-Hakes, Jim
Hakes, Pam Walhovd, Barb Hurley, Anthony Krenzke, Nicole Ranzenberger, Joanne Kletzke, Kathy Phillips
and Don Meindel.

Minutes of the November 2,2022 council meeting were reviewed. Tim Klug moved, second by Jeff LeJeune
and the motion passed to approve the minutes.

ln floor correspondence, Pam Walhvod questioned how long the fuel surcharge will be in effect and how long a
period is the Richard's Sanitation contract. lt was explained that the fuel surcharge will be in effect while diesel
fuel at the pump is $5.00 per gallon or more and the Richard's contract is for a term of 5 years beginning in
2022. Ms. Walhovd questioned if the sewer connection at her second house could be disconnected and the
garbage service discontinued to eliminate the charges because the house is unoccupied and uninhabitable.
She was informed that sewer disconnection would require a charge and reconnection would require an
additional charge. Presently, garbage charges are required from every residence whether the service is used
or not.

The time being 7:10 pm, Mayor Whitesitt convened the Truth in Taxation meeting.
Joanne Kletzke questioned if staff reductions are being considered. Jim Hakes responded that the city may
need to add staff in the future. Kathy Phillips questioned items on her proposed Houston County tax notice.
Joanne Kletzke questioned if city staff wages would be increasing in the upcoming year. Don Meindel
expressed that he cannot afford tax increases due to fixed income and that he will eventually have to sell his
house as a result. He added that his house value has doubled in the past 5 years. Mr. Meindel was
encouraged to visit the county assessor's office for valuation questions. Other questions and comments
regarded speeding in the city limits and if a speed monitoring and display sign could be borrowed from the
state or county. The county will be contacted for information about the use of a speed sign. There being no
other questions or comments, Jeff LeJeune moved, second by Tim Klug and the motion passed to approve
and certify the levy as proposed and to adjourn the truth in taxation meeting. Adjourned at7'.47 pm.

Mayor Whitesitt informed council of employee wage increases to be determined at the January meeting. There
was also discussion regarding John Holzwadh's banked hours which occurred after Sam Boma resigned.
John's hours increased due to filling Sam's vacant position. lt's estimated that John has accumulated an
estimated 100 unpaid hours, which if were performed by Sam would have been paid at $20.00 per hour.
Council agreed by consensus to meet with John to negotiate a payout of his unpaid banked hours.

Mayor Whitesitt informed council that Dean Twite will begin December 15,2022 to fill the vacant maintenance
position.

Fireman Brandon Frank informed council that the recently acquired 2009 Ford F550 mini-pumper has been
delivered. A payment of $16,000.00 from Friends of the Brownsville Fire Department was applied to the
purchase and $7,000.00 from the sale of a truck was also applied to the loan. Additionally, $45,000.00 was
paid from the fire department's savings account. Mr. Frank, on behalf of fire department personnel, extended a
grateful thank you to the council for assisting in the firetruck purchase. Joanne Kletzke questioned if boat
house owners are taxed for fire protection. lt was explained that they are not taxed but the group "Caring
About River People" (CARP) makes contributions to the fire department but Mr. Frank was unable to provide
an amount of the contribution. Tim Klug questioned the transpodation cost of $2,600.00 for transport to
Brownsville and what fund should be used for payment. Council and Mr. Frank agreed that the fire
department's savings should be responsible for paying the $2,600.00.

Mayor Whitesitt introduced Andrew Krenzke regarding a building permit for a house construction at 907
Mississippi Lane. The permit application is for construction of a 2 story 32' X 40' single family house attached
to an existing 24' X 40' garage. Also to build a 24' X 40' second floor above the existing garage and build a 50'



X 16'deck. Jeff LeJeune questioned the dimensions encroaching too close to the road. There needs to be
sufficient room for emergency vehicles and room to maneuver. Council questioned if layout stakes had been
placed and if a building diagram was available. Mr. Krenzke agreed to install stakes to outline the footprint of
the house and provide a current drawing to be reviewed at the January meeting.

Council discussed a Joint Powers and Subscriber Agreement with Murphy & Roverud Law Office, which is
required by the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension, for the law firm prosecute for the city. Tim Klug moved,
second by Jeff LeJeune and the motion passed to approve the document.

Council reviewed tobacco license renewals submitted by The River Station, Wildcat Saloon and Lawrence
Lake Marina. Jeff LeJeune moved, second by Tim Klug and the motion passed to approve the renewals.

Council reviewed a 3-year contract with Summit Companies for Suppression System inspections, fire
extinguisher inspections and grill hood cleaning for $1,020.00 per year. Council questioned when Summit was
last at the community center and what work was performed. Council agreed by consensus that Summit should
provide service records and a copy of the fire code requiring the inspections. Payment is to be tabled until

additional information is available.

Council discussed renovations in unit 8 at Bluffview Manor. Council members were concerned at the total cost
of the project and the ultimate cost to eventually remodel all units. Questions were raised about applying for
grants to help cover the cost of future renovations.

Council signed an Abstract of Votes for the City of Brownsville for the November 8,2022 election.

Mayor Whitesitt presented council with information to replace the current Bobcat skidloader with a John Deere
skidloader. By doing so, the city will have the ability to annually exchange for a new unit at no cost. Currently,
the city acquires a new Bobcat every 2 years at a cost $5,000.00 which has the advantage of always having
unit covered under warranty. The unit being traded also has the advantage to the dealer in that it still has
warranty and is desirable to buyers due to its municipal ownership. One requirement to the Bobcat
arrangement is that tires will generally need to be replaced by the city prior to trade-in. Additionally, Mr.

Whitesitt explained that the city currently owns a CaselH #5230 tractor with loader and a White #37 with
loader. The CaselH has 100 H.P. and is seldom used. The White #37 is used predominantly at the sewer
plant and is too small for other maintenance. His proposal is to trade both tractors for a John Deere #5060E
tractor with loader which will free additional space in the maintenance building as well as provide a tractor that
is much more versatile than the two existing tractors. lt was noted that the current Bobcat loader attachments
will fit the John Deere skidloader and John Deere Tractor. Total cost for the trade is approximately

$26,000.00. Mr. Whitesitt explained that pricing for the equipment is done through Sourcewell, a company
which does municipal bidding, effectively eliminating the need for obtaining competitive bids from dealers. The
purchase is made directly from Deere & Company and not a dealership. Following discussion Allen Whitesitt
moved, second by Jeff LeJeune and the motion passed to approve trading the Bobcat skidloader for a John
Deere skidloader. Following discussion, Allen Whitesitt moved, second by Jeff LeJeune and the motion
passed to trade the existing two tractors for the John Deere 5060E tractor and loader.

Steve Schuldt mentioned to council that Barb Deering in apartment2 of the Manor has requested a high-rise
toilet. There was no information as to whether she would pay for it or the city. Following discussions, council
agreed by consensus to not replace the toilet at this time.

Council reviewed claims payable. Following discussions, Tim Klug moved, second by Jeff LeJeune and the
motion passed to pay all claims.

There being no further business, Allen Whitesitt moved, second by Tim Klug and the motion passed to adjourn
the meeting at 9:44 pm.


