
City of Brownsville

Minutes of November 2,2022 Regular Monthly Council Meeting

The regular monthly meeting of the Brownsville City Council was called to order by Mayor Allen Whitesitt at 7:00 pm.

Councilmembers present were Nicole Carlon, Tim Klug and Jeffrey LeJeune. Jacob Danielson was absent. Also present:

Steve Schuldt, City Clerk and Jenna Knight, City Treasurer. Guests in attendance were Julie Thompson-Hakes, Jim Hakes,

Pam Walhovd, Barb Hurley, Frank Dvorak, Andrew Krenzke, Anthony Krenzke, Nicole Ranzenberger, Joanne Kletzke,

Kathy Phillips and MichaelNelson.

Minutes of the October 5,2022 council meeting were reviewed. Nicole Carlon moved, second by Jeff LeJeune and the

motion passed to approve the minutes.

In floor correspondence, Frank Dvorak questioned if a culvert would be installed at his property where a stormwater project

was completed. Mayor Whitesitt indicated that the project is in planning. Mr. Dvorak questioned if a large tree in Clay

Street would be removed. Mayor Whitesitt indicated that he would contact someone for pricing to remove the tree.

Under old business, Council discussed the vacating of 2nd Street with Jim Hakes and Julie Thompson-Hakes. It was

concluded by the council and Mr. and Ms. Hakes that vacating the street is not necessary at this time due to questions

regarding the street's actual location. Tim Klug questioned why vacating 2'd Street came to be and why the council is

continuing to pursue the matter. Mr. and Ms. Hakes agreed that nothing needs to be done and they will contact Attorney

Roverud for an explanation of his opinion regarding 2nd Street. No other action was taken. Tim Klug questioned if an

electrical issue had been addressed at apartment 6 of the Manor which was confirmed had been completed.

Mayor Whitesitt informed council that 3 applications with resume's have been received for the city's maintenance position

and 3 applications without resume's. Mayor Whitesitt informed council that Chris Hartley also inquired about a

snowplowing position for the winter months. Council was questioned if 2 maintenance people should be considered, 1 for

sewer operations and another for general city maintenance. Mayor Whitesitt suggested council discuss interviewing 3

applicants with resume's at a future date. Council will discuss the matter following adjournment. Council was questioned if
"Do Not Block Alley" signage would be installed between 8tr' Street and 9tr' StreetYz block south of Main Street. Council

was also questioned if a "No Parking" sign could be installed in front of the steps at the north end of Bluff View Manor.

Council was question if alleys are throughways. Tim Klug quoted City Ordinance Section 70.04 "Alleys as throughfares

prohibited".

Council was informed that a check has been issued to Eastern Berks Fire Department for $1 10,000.00 to purchase a2009

Ford F550 Mini Pumper fire truck. The check is expected to clear on Wednesday, November 3, at which time arrangements

can be made to have the vehicle shipped to Brownsville. Council was informed that a loan of $49,000.00 will be obtained to

complete the transaction with the balance of $61,000.00 coming from the Friends of the Brownsville Fire Department and

funds from the fire department capital account. Repayment of the loan will come from sales of excess fire department

equipment and fund raising. Council was questioned if Crooked Creek Township had been approached for funding to

purchase the fire truck. Mayor Whitesitt stated that Brownsville Township contributed an additional $500.00 to their normal

$5,000.00 pledge. Mayor Whitesitt noted that he was informed requests for township funding must be made in March and

therefore Crooked Creek Township was not approached for additional funding.

Council was informed that a new furnace has been installed at the fire station. Council was informed that fuel surcharges for
garbage service has been increased to lTYo resulting in a $3.25 charge per resident for fuel surcharge.

Council was presented with a list of unpaid sewer charges for certification to the Houston County Auditor-Treasurer. Jeff

LeJeune moved second by Tim Klug and the motion passed to certiff the unpaid charges.

Council was presented a liquor license renewal application from Saxon Hall2.0, LLC. Tim Klug moved, Second by Nicole
Carlon and the motion passed to renew the license.

Council considered a building permit request submitted by Angie Bissen to replace an existing deck. Nicole Carlon moved,

second by Jeff LeJeune and the motion passed to approve the permit.

Council considered a building permit request submitted by Andrew Krenzke (aka Prime Properties, LLC) to attach a32' X
40' single family dwelling to an existing garage. Following discussion Mayor Whitesitt expressed that he would like to view



the location to be assured that ingress/egress is sufficient for emergency vehicles and normal traffic flow. The permit request

will be reviewed at the December 7 regular meeting.

Council considered a build permit request submitted by Michael Nelson to construct an attached 12' X 18' deck to his house

at90l Mississippi Lane. Jeff LeJeune moved, second by Tim Klug and the motion passed to approve the building permit.

Council discussed employee wages in advance of 2023 wage proposals. Of note was that John Holzwarth has accumulated

approximately 90 hours of unpaid hours due to staff shortages. Of concern is whether he is eligible for inclusion in Public
Employees Retirement Association (PERA) which would require matching contributions from the city. Additionally, will
Mr. Holzwarth receive his normal $17.00 per hour for the banked hours or a different amount. Mayor Whitesitt will meet

with the city clerk and treasurer as well as Mr. Holzwarth to resolve the matter and report at the next council meeting.

Mayor Whitesitt expressed his concern regarding land alterations for the purpose of building a structure. Such alterations

should require an ordinance required construction permit prior to the beginning of work. No action was taken.

Council reviewed and discussed claims payable for the month of October. Nicole Carlon moved, second by Jeff LeJeune and

the motion passed to approve all claims.

There being no further business, Allen Whitesitt moved, second by Tim Klug and the motion passed to adjourn at 8: l5 pm.

Allen Whitesitt, Mayorldt, City Clerk


