
City of Brownsville

Minutes of September 1,2021Regular Monthly Meeting

The regular monthly meeting of the Brownsville City Council was called to order by Mayor Allen Whitesitt at

7:00 pm. Councilmembers present were Jeff LeJeune, Tim Klug, Jacob Danielson and John Jangula. Also

present: Steve Schuldt, City Clerk. Guests in attendance were Jordan Gerard (Caledonia Argus), Shawn Colsch,

Stephen Palen, Alex Roverud and Barb Hurley.

Minutes of the August 4,2021council meeting were reviewed. Tim Klug moved, second by Jacob Danielson

and the motion passed to approve the minutes as amended.

In floor correspondence, Barb Hurley questioned if additional space could be provided within the community

center to expand the library. She explained that alarge collection of books had been gifted and there isn't space

for them. Council suggested keeping the library in the same area if possible.

Alex Roverud, representing Murphy Law Office, explained to council the process of prosecuting when a

citation has been issued within the city. As the appointed city attorney, he is responsible for representing and

prosecuting on behalf of the city and does so for a discounted charge of $210.00 per hour. Tim Klug questioned

if the city would be able to review the initial case report (ICR) prior to prosecuting and possibly dismiss cases

that don't appear worthy of the cost to prosecute. Mr Roverud cautioned the council that the city could get a

reputation as being easy to escape conviction. Tim Klug questioned a particular ICR for an individual that was

picked up on Highway 76, which does not run through Brownsville. He considered that it could be a

typographical error but it should be clarified. Mr. Klug also questioned if there was a contract between the city
and Murphy Law Office. The city clerk's office is to research if a contract exists.

Council was informed that work on 2nd Street is in process and work on Cork Hollow Road is to begin shortly

after completion. Barb Hurley requested that prior to beginning work on Cork Hollow, she be allowed to move

an existing fence to avoid damage.

Council was informed that Eitzen Truck Shop and Manufacturing has ordered material to build a water tank for
the recently purchased 2018 Freightliner fire truck. The project is projected to be completed by December and

should not exceed a cost of $20,000.00. Council was also informed of grants available through the Arlin Falck

Foundation which could be used toward the new fire truck. Jacob Danielson moved, second by Jeff LeJeune

and the motion passed to apply for the grant. Council was also informed that the fire department received

$3,100.00 from Mound Prairie Mutual Insurance Company following their annual firemen's golf outing.

Council reviewed a building permit request submitted by Stephen Palen to build an in ground swimming pool at

his property in Harbor Lights. The pool measures 14 ft. by 30 ft. and will hold 1 1,000 gallons of salt water

which can remain in the pool for l0 to 15 years before needing to be removed. Council questioned if the pool

water will be pumped into the city sewer system when drained and if there is cause to be concerned with
damage to the sewer system. Council acknowledged that the pool will be installed within the city setback

requirements. Jacob Danielson moved, second by Tim Klug to approve the building permit subject to

confirmation that pool water removed will not harm the city sewer system.

Council reviewed a building permit request submitted by Shawn Colsch for construction of a 50 ft. by 100 ft.

utility building which will include living space. Council requested a recently completed survey of the property

to confirm border setbacks. Tim Klug moved, second by Jacob Danielson and the motion passed to approve the

building permit subject to receipt of the survey to confirm setbacks.

Council reviewed a liquor license application submitted by the Brownsville Lions Club for an event being held

October 1,2021. Jacob Danielson moved, second by Tim Klug and the motion passed to approve the license.



Council was informed of several dogs that have died under mysterious circumstances and of another dog that

became severely sick. The city's animal control officer is looking into the matter.

Council was informed that a preliminary levy must be submitted by September 30. Following discussion, Jacob

Danielson moved, second by Jeff LeJeune and the motion passed to increase the prior year general fund levy by

6Yo for the amount of $1 19,190.00. The bond reduction levy will remain at $25,000.00

John Jangula questioned whether the city or the USPS maintains the post office building. He commented that

the building exterior is in need of cleaning. He also questioned if there was a contract between the city and

USPS. The city clerk's office is to determine if a contract exists and bring to a future meeting.

Shawn Colsch informed council that Rod Blank intends to hook to the city sewer system. Mr. Colsch has been

hired to install the line and needs to know the location of a lateral. City maintenance will provide the

information.

Council reviewed claims payable for the month of August. Jacob Danielson moved, second by John Jangula

and the motion passed to approve all claims.

There being no further business, Jacob Danielson moved, second by Tim Klug and the motion passed to adjourn

at 8:05 pm.
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