City of Brownsville
Minutes of December 4,2021Regular Monthly Council Meeting
And Truth in Taxation Meeting
The regular monthly meeting of the Brownsville City Council was called to order by Mayor Allen Whitesitt at
7:00 pm. Councilmembers present were Jeff LeJeune, Tim Klug, Jacob Danielson and John Jangula. Also
present: Steve Schuldt, City Clerk, Jenna Knight, City Treasurer and Sam Boma, City Maintenance. Cuests in
attendance were Cmig Moorhead (Caledonia Argus), Jim Hakes, Brandon Frank, (Fire Dept.), Joanne Kletzke,
Kathy Phillips, Barb Wiese and Carl Wiedman.

Minutes of the November 3,2021council meeting were reviewed. Jacob Danielson moved, second by Jeff
LeJeune and the motion passed to approve the minutes.
In floor correspondence, Brandon LaRue from La Crescent proposed providing fitness training in the
Community Center and inquired about a rental rate. He would charge individuals $20.00 each for I hour
sessions. Sessions could be early mornings, evenings or Saturdays depending on the gfoup's preference. Jacob
Danielson moved, seoond by Tim Klug and the motion passed to charge $25.00 per hour for each session with a
review inFebruary 2022.
Joanne Kletzke requested that the City of Brownsville extend an appreciation thank you to Badger Corrugating
for providing the new steps at Bluff View Manor.

The time beingT:20 pm, Mayor Whitesitt convened the Truth in Taxation meeting. Carl Wiedman spoke of the
$50.00 increase in his proposed real estate tax. Fufther discussion revealed that the Brownsville City portion of
tax increase is $4.00. Mr. Wiedman also assefted that his property value is too high. Mayor Whitesitt
explained that this meeting is only to discuss the City's proposed tax levy and is not for grievances regarding
county tax or real estate valuation. Mr. Wiedman acknowledged that the city tax portion is not an issue and
apologized for his remarks.

Jim Hakes suggested that the city look for grants to make improvements to the city and inquired about a tax
levy on rental properties.
There being no further questions, the Truth in Taxation meeting was adjourned at 7:35 prn.
Under Old Business, Mayor Whitesitt informed council that there has been no response from CP Rail regarding
Drive. He will make a follow-up call.

a culveft installation under the tracks at Marina

Sam Boma inforrned council that Jamie Thompson representing Brooks Tree Service has been doing a
satisfactory job at the city brush site. Jacob Danielson moved, second by John Jangula and the motion passed to
extend his use of the property for an additional 90 days. Mr. Boma informed council that the ice-skating rink
border has been installed and ready for the liner.
Steve Schuldt informed council that grant writers have been contacted for the possibility of applying for a
FEMA grant to purchase a firefighting brush truck. The recommendation is for Karin Anderson from Farwell,
Minnesota with 8 years of gmnt writing experience for a charge of $1,300.00. Tim Klug moved, second by
Jacob Danielson and motion passed to approve Karin Anderson to prepare the grant application.
Steve Schuldt infonned council that the water tank being built by Eitzen Mfg. for the fire depaflment's 201 8
Freightliner is estimated to be completed by December 31.

Council was provided a2022 budget for review. Council was encouraged to adopt the general tax levy of
$ I I 9,1 90.00 plus debt assessment of $25,000.00 as proposed at the September meeting. Jeff LeJeune moved,
second by John Jangula and the motion passed to approve the levy as proposed.
Council discussed wages for the upcoming year. Proposed is a $1.00 per hour increase. A final decision is to
be made at the January meeting. Mayor Whitesitt informed council of discussions he is having with Casey
Holzwarth regarding his continuance as an employee of the city until Sam Boma has obtained his Class C sewer
license. Mr. Holzwarth is proposing a salary of $500.00 monthly. Following discussion, Jacob Danielson
moved, second by John Jangula and the motion passed to approve the $500.00 monthly salary with Tirn Klug
casting a dissenting vote.
Steve Schuldt requested that council consider paying ofTthe Mississippi Lane sewer line loan held at Mer-chants
Bank. A pay-off arnount today would be.$21 ,421.39. Jacob Danielson moved, second by John Jangula and the
motion passed to approve paying off the loan.

Councilconsidered a2:00 am liquor license application from Saxon Hall2.0. The liiense is issued by the State
of Minnesota, but the city must consider if the 2:00 am closure violates city ordinance. Mayor Whitesitt will
contact owner, Sy Fix for additional information. Council agreed to table the matter until Jarruary's meeting.
Steve Schuldt provided a recap of the city's equipment auction on November 1 3.

Jeff LeJeune informed council of a request to install directional signs on Cemetery Road which would point to
The Veterans Cemetery and toward The Zion Cemetery. Council agreed by consensus that signs are the
responsibility of each cemetery.
Council reviewed claims payable for the month of November. Jacob Danielson moved, second by Tim Klug
and the motion passed to approve all claims.
There being no further business, Jacob Danielson moved, second by Jeff LeJeune and the motion passed to
adjourn at 8:30 pm.
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